WELCOME
TO CARDITELLO

The Royal Site of Carditello was
designed by Francesco Collecini,
collaborator of the famous architect
Luigi Vanvitelli. It was inaugurated
in 1789 under Ferdinando IV of
Bourbon, the king of Naples.
It consists of a royal building with
neoclassical lines, rounded by
rooms intended for a farm with five
courtyards. In front of the palace
stands a marvellous lawn which
was built like an ancient Roman
circus. This is surrounded by a clay
track and includes two fountains
with marble obelisks and a circular
temple from which the king used to
attend horse shows.

Still today, it is the largest racecourse
in the world contained within the
perimeter of a building. Along the
perimeter walls, there are three tiers
of steps capable to host up to 30
thousand people, who participated
in the spectacles held inside the site.
The estate was destined to breeding
and selection of royal purebred
horses, as well as to agricultural
and dairy production. Here the
Royal Industry of the “Pagliara delle
Bufale” was born, which started
the first ever production of buffalo
mozzarella.
It represented an admirable example
of the enlightened entrepreneurship
promoted by the Bourbon dinasty at
the end of the 1700s.

The site is now managed by the
homonym Foundation which was
created in 2016 and is
led by the President Luigi Nicolais.
The Foundation is primarily
engaged in restoration and refunctionalization of the Site, with
already planned investments,
granted by national and European
funds, for around 17 million euros
over the next three years.
After having been considered for
years the symbol of degradation and
abandonment in the Land of Fires,
the Real Site of Carditello has now
become a meaningful symbol of
redemption, rebirth and inclusion,
open to families, children and
refugees.

first ever production of buffalo
mozzarella.
Passed through the Neapolitan
revolutionary spoliation of 1799 and
the short French domination, the
model farm was strengthened after
the Restoration and especially in the
thirties of the nineteenth century,
before meeting, after the Unification
of Italy, a progressive decline.
The unification of Italy
Following the unification of Italy,
the Royal Site of Carditello was first
incorporated into the properties
of the Savoy family, before being
merged into the state property.
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THE HISTORY

The Royal Site of Carditello, known as
“Reggia di Carditello”, was a Bourbon
residence dedicated to the breeding
and selection of royal purebred
horses, as well as to agricultural and
dairy production.
The site is managed by the
homonym Foundation which was
created in 2016 and is actively
engaged in its restoration and refunctionalization.

The origine
The Royal Site of Carditello was
built by Bourbon sovereigns, who
ruled the Kingdom of Naples and
Sicily from 1734 to 1860.In 1787 King
Ferdinand the fourth entrusted the
project of the architectural complex
to Francesco Collecini.
The decorative apparatus in the
interior of the Royal residence,
the paintings and most of the
furnishings were instead made
by other artists. Among these,
Tischbein, Cammarano and Fischetti,
who were directed by the official
court painter Philippe Hackert. He
devised an iconographic program
inspired by the rural life, the seasons
and the hunting.
The modern farm
Carditello united the residential
and production function. The estate
was organized for the breeding of
the prestigious Persano purebred
horses, buffalo and cows. In addition,
cereals, hemp, fodder and flax were
grown here, according to the most
advanced agronomic methods of
the time, coupling livestock with
agriculture. Carditello also hosted
the Royal Industry of the “Pagliara
delle Bufale”, which started the

The twentieth Century
Since 1920 the property of the Site
was transferred to the First World
War Veterans’ Agency, while the
paintings and furnishings still
on site were moved to other royal
residences.
By 1952 the site passed to the
General Reclamation Consortium of
Basso Volturno, with the Cassa per
il Mezzogiorno subsidizing the first
restorations in 1968, and later that
of the fountains in 1983. In 2011 the
Site was auctioned and in 2014 it
was finally purchased by the Italian
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
(MIBACT).
The decline
Before the acquisition by MIBACT,
the Carditello estate had been for
years the victim of spills of waste
and raids of all kinds by criminal
organizations in the area.
The rebirth
The Real Sito di Carditello
Foundation was established in
February 2016. Since then, there have
been numerous interventions aimed
at restoring the Bourbon residence
and the surrounding green spaces,
with high respect of the legality and
preservation of the ancient history
of the Site.

THE RACECOURSE

THE CENTRAL LADDER

The riding track
The large Persano horse riding track
is among the largest in Europe
contained within the walls of a royal
residence. The shape resembles an
ancient Roman circus.

Two symmetrical staircases in
travertine marble lead to the main
floor of the central building. Along
the walls are still visible in all
their splendor stucco bas-reliefs
depicting hunting trophies and
floral motifs, which were the work of
Carlo Beccalli.

The small temple
At the center of the riding track
there is a classic temple, in which
once there was a statue depicting
Diana, the goddess of hunting.
The work was crafted by Gaetano
Salomone.

THE ROYAL PALACE
The bedroom and the back room
In the vault of the King's bedroom
you can admire the allegory of
Spring, in the company of a cherub
who offers her a basket of white
flowers, all enclosed in a golden
frame.
On the walls we find the Summer,
represented by a harvest scene, and
the Autumn, depicted with the

harvest. The sketches were designed
by the court painter Philipp Hackert,
but the realization was the work of
Giuseppe Cammarano, assisted by
the Wilhelm Tischbein.
In the harvest scene, Queen Maria
Carolina is portrayed in the typical
common clothes of the time and is
surrounded by her children.
In the depiction of the vintage we
observe subjects and activities
carried out daily in Carditello. On
the left there are the oxen and,
in the background, farmers who
press the grapes. In the foreground
there is the empty place left by
the removal of the real figures, the
genres of Ferdinand and Carolina.
Apparently, they were eliminated
by the Garibaldi troops to erase the
memory of the Bourbons. Adjacent
to the bedroom there is a room, of
which very few traces of the original
decorations remain, which served as
a dressing room for the Queen.

The dining room or room of the
mathematical table
The peculiarity of this room is the
marble ellipse recently reproduced
on the pavement. Originally, in
its place, there was an opening
through which the table set by the
underlying kitchens was raised. The
oval wooden table had a mechanism
equipped with wooden pulleys
and ropes. Made by the German
cabinetmaker Antonio Ross and
the Neapolitan mechanic Gesualdo
Scognamiglio, this table was called
"Mathematical Table".
The church of Ascension
The Ascension chapel, so called
because of the altarpiece that
decorated the altar, was the place
where religious services were
officiated. Each Bourbon residence

had a church and in each of them
the choirs and the grandstands were
intended for the royal family, who
could thus follow the functions from
above.
The chapel is decorated in
neoclassical style with stuccos
that outline a chest of drawers
inside which the thistle flower
is repeated. At the center of the
vault the fresco by Carlo Brunelli
presents the Eternal Father with
angels and saints, while in the four
lateral plumes the cardinal virtues
of prudence, temperance, fortitude
and justice are represented. On the
boxes of the sovereigns, the birth of
Jesus and the flight into Egypt are
depicted through classic and and
elegant scenes, framed in a simple
way.

The dark room
The characteristic of this room is
"the well of light", or the splayed eye
located at the top, which was used
as a skylight. The room is windowless
and therefore is called “obscure”.
It was most likely used for board
games.
The library
With the arrival at court of the
queen Maria Carolina, who was
much erudite, the purchase of
books was increased and this
room, first used as a representative
environment, was transformed
into a library. According to some
sources, the Statute of San Leucio,
which was among the best results
of enlightened despotism was
written here. At that time there
were curtains, rich furnishings

and paintings by Giacomo Nani,
depicting animals hunted in the
woods of the real sites, such as foxes,
wild boars and hares. The fireplaces,
unfortunately stolen, were made
of wood and Mondragone marble.
Most of the furniture, produced by
Neapolitan, French and Spanish
craftsmen, was destroyed by French
troops or moved to other residences
in 1799.
The ballroom
The Ballroom is the main hall of
the Royal Palace. Here the official
ceremonies were held. It had very
rich decorations: a canvas carpet
painted with the plan of the Real
Site, tapestries with scenes from
the life of Henry IV made by Pietro
Duranti and based on a design by
Fedele Fischetti. The frescoed vault,

painted by Fischetti himself in 1791,
represent "The birth of the Bourbon
dynasty and the Apotheosis of
Henry IV ". It remembers the birth
of the Bourbon dynasty, starting
from Henry IV. Among the most
important characters there is a
female figure, probably Queen Maria
Carolina. Sitting on a cloud in the
lower left, she holds a trumpet (or
an unlit torch) in one hand and
an architectural plan in the other.
At his feet there is a collection of
symbols that indicate the arts and
sciences, as well as products of
“Campania Felix” (pomegranates,
grapes, apples). In the group of male
figures we recognize, seated, the
king Charles of Bourbon. On his left,
the son Ferdinand IV (the ruler in
charge at the time) holds a sword
and a book in his hands, testifying

a government based on justice
and wisdom. On the far left it is
identifiable Henry III of Valois, son
of Catherine de Medici and Henry II.
In the highest part of the vault, on a
step of clouds, there is a winged and
crowned genius, perhaps Victory,
to whom a figure with a laurelcrowned head holds out a crown.
The hall of agresti paintings
The hall of rural paintings is so
called because of the rural themed
frescoes that characterize it, made
according to Hackert's design. The
room was originally intended as a
library, with the books later moved
to their considerable increase. It
presents rural views along the
walls as a breakthrough towards
the surrounding areas. Along one
wall, the Royal Palace of Caserta, still

under construction, is clearly visible,
while in the opposite one there
is the fertile Capuan countryside.
The Vesuvius, too, is visible in one
of the smaller vertical views. The
vault, created by Domenico Chelli, is
a masterpiece in trompe l'oeil that
offers depth games, showing playful
putti that fly between a balustrade
and towards the blue sky, with
architectural figures that acquire
three-dimensionality.
The Diana room
The name of the room derives
from the subject of the frescoes,
representing the hunting goddess

Diana engaged in multiple activities.
The images are in monochrome,
made using the shades of gray
which provide sense of plasticity
and softness. Diana is represented in
the ceiling with a bow and arrows.
On the walls there are scenes of
mythological life.
The mount room
The mount room (180 sqm) was
born as a space dedicated to the
reproduction of pure Persano breed
horses. It is flanked by two stables
that still retain the original paving
floor today.
The multi-equipped room - provided

with WiFi connection, projector,
amplification system, lights,
direction - is able to accommodate
up to 200 people and is connected
by a corridor to the two old stables
of the site (each of 170 sqm) that still
retain the original paving floor.
These respectively host, on one side,
the bouvette and four bathrooms
and, on the other, a room used
for catering, exhibitions, tastings,
hospitality and as dressing area.

The Persano horses
The Persano is an all-rounder, good
for riding, dressage and other
disciplines. It is rugged and elegant
and can be used for leisure riding
as well as equestrian sport. The
horse has a gentle, indominitable
temperament.
Established in 1762 by the Bourbon
king, Charles III, it was the result of
crossing mares of largely eastern
origin with Andalusian Arab
stallions. It was the pride of the
Bourbon cavalry which breeded in
the homonymous locality in the
province of Salerno and trained in
Carditello. The Royal Site was indeed
designed to accommodate up to
2000 horses.

In 1874, after the unification of Italy,
the new government sought to
suppress the breed, likely because it
was a strong memory of the kings of
Naples. All the horses were thus sold
at public auction. In 1900 however,
mostly for military reasons, it was
re-introducted, using mares with a
good combination of characteristics
and good for riding.
These were selected from various
cavalry regiments and mated with
two stallions: Jubileé (an English
thoroughbred from Melton) and
Giacobello (a cross-bred Arab sired
by the stallion Siriano).
The breed was always bred for the
needs of the military cavalry. Horses
of this breed were among the
protagonists of Izbušenskij's charge,
the last charge of classical cavalry in

history that occurred in August 1942
on the Don front. The Savoy Cavalry
regiment defeated here a force of
about 2000 Siberian infantrymen.
In 1972, the breed (a total of 246
specimens) was transferred to the
Quadruped Deposit of Grosseto (an
installation of the Italian Army),
while other subjects were sold to
private breeders. In particular, Prince
Alduino di Ventimiglia di Monteforte
Lascaris came into possession of
the last pure specimens (about 70
animals) saving the breed from
extinction.
Most of these horses, about fifty,
thanks to an agreement between
Prince Alduino and the Foundation,
are now hosted at the Real Sito in
Carditello, where they returned in
2018, after over 150 years of “exile”.

The location
The Royal Site of Carditello
is surrounded by three
owned woods that evoke
peace and well-being, and
has a very large parking
area outside. It is a cultural
heritage but it is also an
ideal location for events,
concerts, exhibitions,
conferences and private
tours, already used by
directors and musicians as
a natural set.
Among the particularly
suggestive spaces, there
are the royal halls, the old
stables, the conference
hall, the still consecrated
ancient chapel and the
racecourse. This is built in
the perimeter of the Royal
Palace and is capable of
hosting up to 30 thousand
people.
Since its origins, first as
a Royal Farm and then
as a training center for
Persano horses, the Real
Site of Carditello has
always maintained a
strongly "tourist" vocation,
today strengthened by
exclusive packages that
integrate the cultural
offer of the site and allow
to personalize the visit
with original experiences
accessible to all.

- possibility to book yoga
and pilates courses in the
oak forest;
- sports walks and
excursions in the
eucalyptus forest;
- itinerary from the
Capua railway station to
Carditello, along the Maria
Carolina mulberry path (8
km);
- picnic area and pony
rides for children;
- hippotherapy courses;
- cycle route with eBike
and handbike (being
activated).
Distances
From Naples Airport:
31 km
From the Royal Palace of
Caserta: 15 km
From Capua (Campania
Museum, Hall of Bourbon
Arms): 8 km

The meeting room
The mount room (180
sqm) was born as a
space dedicated to the
reproduction of pure
Persano breed horses. It is
flanked by two stables that
still retain the original
paving floor today.
The multi-equipped
room - provided with WiFi
connection, projector,
amplification system,
lights, direction - is able to
accommodate up to 200
people and is connected
by a corridor to the two
old stables of the site (each
of 170 sqm) that still retain
the original paving floor.
These respectively host,
on one side, the bouvette
and four bathrooms and,
on the other, a room used
for catering, exhibitions,
tastings, hospitality and as
dressing area.
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